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Inspection of immigrants at San Juan during the week ended September 

8, 1900. 

San Juan, P. E., September 10, 1900. 
Sir : I submit herewith report of alien steerage passengers arriviDg 
at this port during the week ended September 8, 1900. September 4, 
French steamship Olinde Bodrigues, from Havre, Bordeaux, St. Thomas^ 
with 8 immigrants. 

Eespectfully, C. H. Lavinder, 

Assistant Surgeon, U. S. JH. H. S. 

SCOTLAND. 

Inspection service at Glasgow. 

Glasgow, Scott and, September U, 1900. 

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of Bureau letter 
(J. H. W., R. M. W., G.) of the 5th instant, containing instructions 
regarding the inspection of vessels at this port. 

Regarding freight, I Avould state that a classification was made as 
directed and there has been no difficulty in carrying out this scheme. 

As regards baggage, I think the disinfection of Glasgow baggage quite 
sufficient ; but few Glasgow passengers will leave under these conditions, 
which is a good thing. The cabin passengers are largely American 
tourists, and the steamship companies are advising them to remain in 
Glasgow as short a time as possible. The baggage of the Scotch steer- 
age I have found exceptionally good, consisting almost entirely of clean 
clothing. 

Regarding the city of Greenock, I have decided that it can not be 
considered as entirely separate from Glasgow, and therefore lias not 
been considered in my plans either for sailings or crews. The distance 
is only 23 miles, and there is frequent rail aud boat connection. Crews 
shipped at Greenock would probably be quite as liable to infection as if 
from Glasgow. The supply there would not be sufficient and the ship- 
ping masters would draw on this city. As regards keeping crews 
aboard in port, that is impossible. This being the termination of the 
trip they are paid off, and no sailor will stay aboard ship with money 
in his pocket. It was also found impracticable to load and discharge 
vessels at Greenock, owing to lack of wharves and the great additional 
expense, to say nothing of the confusion of inspecting passengers there. 

All vessels were requested to use funnels on mooring lines while in 
port, and the Anchor Line has always done so. It has not been as 
easy to get the other lines to do so, but I feel certain that it will now 
be done. 

As stated by me several times before, crews and cattlemen are the 
serious problem here. I would offer the suggestion, that in case of the 
plague again becoming prevalent here, it might be possible to inoculate 
the crews preferably with Yersin serum, since that causes no reaction. 
At the present time I do not think the situation warrants such a severe 
measure. 

We are examining each sailor very carefully, noting the temperature 
of the skin and the condition of the glands, and rejecting any that are 
in any way suspicious of illness. This is rather hard upon the sailor 
and the shipping people, since it requires the signing of new men at 
the last minute before sailing. Cattlemen usually have no baggage and 
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remain in port only a few days. They are, however, the lowest class 
of individuals in many cases. 

Respectfully, A. R. Thomas, 

Passed Assistant Surgeon, TJ. 8. M. H. 8. 
The Surgeon-General, 

TJ. 8. Marine- Hospital Service. 

Glasgow, Scotland, September 12, 1900. 

Sir : I have the honor to make the following report regarding the 
plague in Glasgow : One new case has been admitted since my last 
report, and the case of pneumonia mentioned therein has also been cer- 
tified as plague, so that there are now in hospital 15 cases. There have 
been no further deaths. The case of pneumonic plague bids fair to 
recover. 

The new case reported on the 10th was removed from the infected 
area on the South Side, but had been ill for some time, so that a large 
number of new contacts will be the result. There is nothing in any 
way suspicious in the shipping. All vessels will load in Glasgow, but 
are requested to use funnels on their mooring lines. There will be a few 
Glasgow passengers this week and their baggage will be disinfected. 
The most dangerous elements, it seems to me, are the crew and cattle- 
men. I should like to prohibit the latter altogether, but it seems im- 
possible. Cargo has caused a good deal of annoyance. There is a large 
amount of old rope and also a consignment of new linen cuttings that 
are held up. * * * 

Respectfully, A. R. Thomas, 

Passed Assistant Surgeon, TJ. S. M. H. 8. 

The Surgeon- General, 

TJ. 8. Marine- Hospital Service. 

Sickness on the steamship Clan MacPherson at Glasgow. 

Glasgow, Scotland, September 11, 1900. 

Sir : I have the honor to call attention to the inclosed clipping regard- 
ing the steamship Clan MacPherson, which arrived at Greenock on the 
8th instant, and which had a number of Lascar sailors ill, who were 
removed to hospital. 

I have to-day visited the medical officer of health for Greenock, and 
was kindly shown the cases. There were about 20 cases, and most of 
these had developed since leaving Antwerp September 5. On admis- 
sion there was temperature varying from about normal to 103° P. in 1 
case, diarrhea, a clean, moist tongue, and in many cases pains in the 
extremities, and especially the shoulders, and in a few cases oedema. 
Heart symptoms were not marked, and one or two having slight mur- 
murs were not with the most marked oedema in the feet and ankles. 
There were some diminished reflexes. When seen by me to-day all 
were greatly improved, all temperatures were down, tongues clean, 
diarrhea better, oedema nearly gone except in 1 case. A few still com- 
plained of pains. There were no enlarged glands or enlarged spleens. 
The blood had not been examined for the malarial organism, but it is 
significant that all temperatures had fallen without the use of quinine. 
1 would surgest as a possible diagnosis in this case beriberi. 

Respectfully, A. R. Thomas, 

Passed Assistant Surgeon, TJ. S. M. H. S. 

The Surgeon-General, 

TJ. S. Marine-Hospital Service. 



